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Our Mission: To provide comprehensive family-centered resources that bring hope and healing to children, youth
and families across Nebraska in a compassionate and caring manner.

Our Vision: A world where families have a clear pathway to the resources they truly need to lead healthier, more
hopeful lives.

Be the Safe Place - A New Foster Parent Recruitment Initiative Takes Flight

Epworth Family Resources is excited to officially launch our new
foster parent recruitment initiative: Be the Safe Place. This
initiative is rooted in a simple but powerful belief, every child
deserves a safe, loving place to land, and every caring adult has the
potential to make that happen.

Across our communities, children are in need of temporary,
supportive homes while their families work toward stability. Foster
parents provide comfort, consistency, and hope during uncertain
times. Through Be the Safe Place, we’re inviting individuals and
couples to consider opening their hearts and homes to children

who need it most, with training, guidance, and 24/7 support
provided every step of the way. Be the Safe Place-Foster With Epworth!

Your YES can change everything!
You Can Help Spread the Word
Not everyone is called to foster but everyone can help build awareness. One of the easiest ways to support
this initiative is by helping us share the message throughout our communities.

If you would like a Be the Safe Place yard sign for your home, church, or business, simply contact us at
402-362-3353, and we’ll get one to you. Every sign helps start a conversation and reach potential foster
parents who may just need a little encouragement to take the first step.

Interested in Becoming a Foster Parent?
We’d love to talk with you, no pressure, no obligation, just a conversation.
R, Call us at 402-362-3353
@ visit www.epworthfamilyresources.org
0 Or scan the QR code included with this article to learn more

Together, we can ensure more children in our community have a safe place to
belong. Thank you for helping us spread hope, one home at a time.

Be the Safe Place, your yes can change everything. /\l
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Adopt-a-Family Brings Holiday Joy to 17 Families
The holiday season is a time of hope, togetherness, and generosity, and once again, our Adopt-a-Family
program made that spirit come alive for children and families across our communities.

In December, Epworth Family Resources was able to serve 17 families and 69 children through this heartfelt
program. Because of the kindness and dedication of our donors, these families experienced a brighter
holiday filled with gifts, warmth, and the reminder that they are not alone.

This program would not be possible without the incredible individuals, churches, and organizations who
opened their hearts to support local families. A huge thank you goes to:

Beatrice Centenary UMC Katie Vander Ley

Harlee & Mitch Garner Polk UMC

Heidi Pitts Shickley UMC

Osceola UMC Tabitha York & Grand Island Regional Offices
York Quilt Guild Utica FUMC Youth & UWF & Ebenezer UMC
Stump Consulting Inc. York FUMC & Donna Bitner

Your generosity provided more than presents under a tree it delivered hope, dignity, and joy to families
who needed it most. We are deeply grateful for your compassion and partnership in caring for children and
families across Nebraska.

Because of you, the holidays were truly magical for so many.
Thank you for being part of the Epworth family.

Pizza for a Purpose - Support Epworth Family Resources Fundraiser Night

Mark your calendars and bring your appetite! Epworth Family Resources is

Epworth Family Resources

a
)
When: Monday February 23, 2026 =
Epworth

partnering with Pizza Hut in York for a special fundraising night on Monday,
February 23, from 4:00 to 8:00 PM.

During this event, 15% of all ticket sales will be donated directly to Epworth

Where: Visit our York Pizza Hut location:

Family Resources to help support children, youth, and families across Nebraska. 2125 Lincoln Ave

) o o . . . How: Dine-in or carryout on Monday, January 20, 2025
It’s an easy and delicious way to give back, just enjoy a meal and make a and Pizza Hut will donate 15%oftcket sales to

. Epworth Family Resources.
difference!

Why:  Because everyone loves pizza and the money
is going to a great cause!

Gather your family, invite your friends, and join us for a fun evening of food and See you
community support. Every slice helps strengthen families and bring hope to February 23, 2026

those we serve.

York, NE

. g 212 S Lincoln Ave A
7 402-362-4746 “Hut

We hope to see you there! ¥ @




Community, Compassion, and Courage

February is Black History Month, a time to honor the resilience, leadership, faith,
and courage of Black individuals who have shaped our communities and our T —
shared history. It is also a time to reflect on how we continue building a world CELenn nTG
where every child and every family is valued, supported, and given the
opportunity to thrive.

Throughout history, Black communities have demonstrated extraordinary
strength through unity, compassion for one another, and courage in the face of
hardship. These same values, community, compassion, and courage, are at the
heart of Epworth Family Resources.

Each day, we see these values lived out through our foster care and family support
services.

Stacey Kelly, Foster Care Specialist, shares:

“Foster care brings community, compassion, and courage into sharp focus. It takes
many people working together to support youth, and compassion from foster
families who meet children where they are. Courage is shown by both families
who open their homes and youth who face tremendous change.”

Raquel Dean, Family Life Specialist, reflects:

“Black History Month is both a time of reflection and a call to action. In my work :
serving children and families, I strive to show empathy, cultural awareness, and Stacey Kelly,
integrity, helping families feel respected, supported, and valued for who they are.” | Foster Care Specialist

At Epworth, our mission is to provide comprehensive family-centered resources
that bring hope and healing to children, youth, and families across Nebraska in a
compassionate and caring manner. Black History Month reminds us that building
equity, dignity, and opportunity for families is not limited to one month, it is part
of our daily work.

As we honor this month, we give thanks for those who paved the way with courage
and conviction. And we recommit ourselves to being a safe place, where every
child is valued, every family is supported, and every story matters.

Together, through community, compassion, and courage, we continue building
stronger families and brighter futures.

Raquel Dean,
Family Life Specialist

Epworth family Resources 2025 Memorial & Honors listing
(n Honor of... (n Memory of... (n Memory of...

Joyce Solomon Lyle & Margaret Stock Eunice Harrington
given by Kathy Uldrich given by David Stock Farms, LLC given by Terri Harrington
Linda Kastning Dorothy Baker Jodi Schmaderer

given by Kathryn McKinley given.by Gary Baker given by M:qrvin Schfnaderer
N & Greawilb Gil Karges David Burritt
nne reg wilburn given by Connie Karges given by Brenda Dunn

given by George and Fran Wheat Robert M Long Warren Lashley
given by Cindy Sindel given by Carole Lashley

Karen Harrington Elizabeth Woodside

given by Terri Harrington given by Steven Woodside



https://epworthvillage.littlegreenlight.com/constituents/991392

The Kindness Chain

Kindness has a beautiful way of multiplying. One small act sets another in
motion, creating a chain that can change a life and sometimes, many lives. At
Epworth Family Resources, we see this Kindness Chain at work every day.

It often begins with a generous heart. A donor gives. A church collects supplies. A
volunteer offers time. A supporter says, “How can I help?” That first act of
kindness may seem simple, but it opens the door to something much bigger.

Because of that kindness, a family receives support. A struggling parent gains
tools and encouragement through In-Home Family Services. A foster family
receives training and guidance. A child finds a safe place to land during a time of

uncertainty. Hope begins to replace fear. Stability begins to replace chaos. Lynn Wallasky
Epworth Board President

With consistency, care, and compassion, a child gains confidence and security. They learn that adults can be
trusted. That they matter. That their story is not defined by their past. They begin to dream again.
And here’s where the chain continues.

That child, once supported by kindness, grows into a young adult who knows how powerful compassion can
be. They become the teacher who notices a struggling student. The neighbor who checks in. The foster parent
who opens their home. The donor who gives back. The advocate who speaks up. Kindness passed on.

As Lynn Wallasky, Epworth Board President, shares:

"Kindness is never an isolated event. When we support Epworth, we aren't just funding a service, we are
stabilizing a home and empowering a child. That child grows up feeling safe and valued, eventually becoming
an adult who gives back. That is the true power of the chain we build together: it turns today’s generosity into
tomorrow’s legacy. As a board member, I'm thrilled to be a link in this chain of hope."

At Epworth, kindness isn’t random, it’s intentional. It is built into every home visit, every foster placement,
every training session, every phone call, every prayer, and every community partnership. Together, we are

creating a chain of care that stretches across Nebraska and into future generations.

Thank you for being a vital link in the Kindness Chain. Because of you, children and families are finding hope,
healing, and a brighter tomorrow.

Want to help?
You can join the Kindness Chain by donating, volunteering, or learning more about Epworth Family
Resources. Call us at 402-362-3353 or visit www.epworthfamilyresources.org. Every act of kindness matters.
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Strengthening Families at Home

At Epworth Family Resources, we believe children thrive best when families
are supported, strengthened, and empowered. Our In-Home Family Services
are designed to walk alongside families during challenging times, providing
guidance, education, and encouragement right in the comfort of their own
homes.

Families served through In-Home Family Services are referred and assigned to
Epworth through the state based on location, identified needs, and service fit.
Once connected, our trained Family Life Specialists work one-on-one with
parents and children to build skills that promote safety, stability, and healthy
family relationships.

Brandon Hinrichs

Services may include parenting education, communication skill-building, establishing healthy routines,
behavior support strategies, and connecting families to helpful community resources. Each service plan is
personalized, ensuring families receive practical tools and support that meet their unique situation.

“The work of our In-Home Family Services team is steady, often quiet, but deeply impactful. Each home visit
builds trust, strengthens parenting skills, and helps caregivers apply new tools in real time. ’'m proud of our
Family Life Specialists whose dedication and compassion reflect Epworth’s mission to empower families
toward safety, connection, and long-term stability.”— Brandon Hinrichs, Director of In-Home Family
Services

The goal of In-Home Family Services is simple but powerful: to help children remain safely at home
whenever possible. By strengthening parents’ confidence and skills, supporting positive family interactions,
and providing consistent encouragement, Epworth helps families grow stronger together.

When families receive support early, children stay safer, homes become more stable, and communities grow
healthier. Through our Strengthening Families at Home initiative, Epworth remains committed to providing
compassionate, family-centered care that brings hope and healing across Nebraska.

We are DD
Hiring!

Professionals Needed e

OPEN POSITIONS - Phone: 402-362—3'353 E i
www.epworthfamilyresources.org
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