
Our Mission: To provide comprehensive family-centered resources that bring hope and healing to children, youth
and families across Nebraska in a compassionate and caring manner.
Our Vision: A world where families have a clear pathway to the resources they truly need to lead healthier, more
hopeful lives.

Wings
December 26 is National Thank You Day, a special day to pause, reflect, and express our
gratitude to all the incredible people who make the mission of Epworth Family
Resources possible. Today, we want to shine a spotlight on our heroes—the volunteers,
staff, donors, sponsors, board members, families, and supporters who touch lives every
single day.

To our volunteers, your generosity of time and talent is truly inspiring. From organizing
events and delivering programs to lending a listening ear or a helping 
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hand, your selfless contributions create ripples of hope and joy in the lives of children and families we serve.

To our staff, your unwavering commitment, compassion, and expertise are the heartbeat of Epworth. You
meet families where they are, support them through challenges, and celebrate their victories—big and small.
Your dedication ensures that every child has the chance to thrive, and every family knows they are not alone.

To our board members, your guidance, leadership, and vision help shape the future of Epworth Family
Resources. Your thoughtful decisions, advocacy, and commitment to our mission ensure that we remain
strong, accountable, and effective in all we do. Your service behind the scenes has a powerful impact on the
lives of every child and family we serve.

To our donors and sponsors, your generosity fuels our mission. Every gift, no matter the size, helps provide
vital services, resources, and opportunities that make real differences in the lives of families across Nebraska.
Your belief in our work strengthens our community and nurtures hope for the future.

To the families we serve, thank you for trusting us. Your courage, resilience, and willingness to let us walk
alongside you inspire us every day. You remind us why our work matters, and why our mission is so deeply
meaningful.

And to all our supporters, near and far, your encouragement, advocacy, and enthusiasm amplify our impact.
Whether through kind words, participation in events, or simply spreading the message of hope, you help us
continue our mission and remind families that they are not alone.

On this National Thank You Day, we want to say it loud and clear: thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
You are the reason Epworth Family Resources can continue to provide hope, healing, and support to children,
youth, and families across Nebraska. Every hour volunteered, every gift given, every smile shared—together,
we are making a lasting difference.

To all of you, our heroes: we see you, we appreciate you, and we are endlessly grateful for the love, dedication,
and support you pour into our community.
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Candy Cane Day – December 26
Each year on December 26, we celebrate National Candy Cane Day, a sweet reminder of
the joy and symbolism of the holiday season. While most of us associate candy canes
with Christmas trees and peppermint treats, their history is filled with fascinating
traditions and meaning.

The candy cane’s distinctive shape is said to have originated in the late 1600s when a
German choirmaster bent straight sugar sticks into the shape of a shepherd’s crook to
represent the shepherds who visited baby Jesus. These curved candies were handed
out to children during church services to help them stay quiet—an early holiday treat
with a message of faith.

The red and white stripes that we know today were not part of the original design. Early candy canes were
pure white. The familiar striped version appeared in the early 1900s, and many believe the colors carry
symbolic meaning: white representing purity and red symbolizing the blood of Christ. Some even say the
peppermint flavor represents the hyssop plant mentioned in the Bible, a symbol of cleansing.

Today, candy canes come in every color and flavor imaginable, but they still carry the spirit of the season—a
reminder of kindness, joy, and tradition. So on December 26, take a moment to enjoy this festive treat, share
it with someone you love, and remember the sweet history behind its simple shape.

November 28-Raquel Dean, Family Life SpecialistHappyWorkWork

Anniversary
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November 15-Amanda Schropfer, Family Life Specialist 
December 4-Martha Burgess, Family Life Specialist
December 6-Julie Troy , Development Manager
December 18-Mary Plock, Chief Administrative Officer

As we close out 2025, we want to take a moment to recognize what truly makes Epworth Family Resources
exceptional—our staff. This year has been shaped, strengthened, and uplifted by the commitment,
compassion, and resilience each of you brings to your work every single day.
From Little Jewels to In-Home Family Services, from Foster Care to administrative and support roles, our
team has shown what it means to serve families with open hearts. You have stepped into homes, classrooms,
and communities with patience and understanding. You’ve listened, encouraged, comforted, and
empowered. You’ve celebrated successes alongside families and helped them navigate the hardest moments
with dignity and care.

Your dedication is the heartbeat of our mission.

This year we welcomed new team members, watched others grow in their roles, and saw departments
collaborate in new and meaningful ways. Staff stepped up to support one another, shared knowledge across
teams, adapted to changing needs, and continuously found new ways to strengthen our programs. These
moments—big and small—reflect the spirit that makes Epworth such a special place to work and serve.
We also want to acknowledge the emotional labor that comes with this field. Family-centered work isn’t
always easy. It asks for patience, creativity, and, above all, compassion. Yet time and again, you meet these
challenges with grace. Because of your efforts, families across Nebraska found hope, stability, and healing
this year.

As we look ahead to 2026, we are filled with gratitude for everything you have poured into this mission.
Thank you for your commitment, your courage, your kindness, and the heart you bring to your work. You are
the reason Epworth continues to grow and the reason families find the support they need.
Thank you for making Epworth a place where stronger families begin with open hearts—and with
extraordinary staff like you.

A Year of Dedication and Heart: Epworth’s 2025 Staff Reflection



After many years of caring for children in our community, Little Jewels Child Care and
Enrichment Center officially closed its doors on Friday, November 21.

This difficult decision, made by the Epworth Family Resources Board of Directors, 

The Epworth Family Resources office will be closed on
December 25 and January 1 to allow our staff time to

celebrate and enjoy the holidays with their family and friends.
We wish everyone a joyful and peaceful holiday season!

Little Jewels Closes Its Doors
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came after ongoing challenges in maintaining adequate staffing. Like many organizations across
Nebraska, Little Jewels was greatly affected by the workforce shortage. According to the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, Nebraska currently has only 70 available workers for every 100 open
positions across numerous job sectors. Despite extensive recruitment efforts, the shortage made it
impossible to continue providing the level of quality care and safety that families deserve.

We are deeply grateful to the families who entrusted us with their children and to the dedicated staff
who made Little Jewels such a loving and enriching place to learn and grow.

At this time, future plans for the Little Jewels building remain undetermined. Epworth Family
Resources, however, remains committed to its mission of providing hope and healing to children,
youth, and families across Nebraska through foster care and in-home family services.

We ask for your continued prayers for the children, families, and staff affected by this transition.

Every holiday season, children eagerly send their wish-lists to Santa,
and this year a few trends are standing out. At the top of many lists
are interactive toys; think talking plush animals, playful robots, and
anything that lights up, sings, or responds to touch. Kids love gifts
that feel alive and engaging.

Creative play is also a big favorite. Building sets, craft kits, and
imaginative playsets are being requested by children of all ages.
These gifts let kids design, create, and explore using their own ideas.
Finally, active play toys are making a strong comeback. Scooters,
sports gear, balance toys, and outdoor adventure items are popular
as families encourage more movement and hands-on fun.

Whether it’s a tech-powered toy, a craft kit, or something to get
them moving, one thing is clear, kids are wishing for gifts that spark
joy, imagination, and play.

What Kids Are Asking Santa For This Year



Making Memories: Family Fun for the Holiday Season

Explore Nebraska’s Holiday Magic
From dazzling lights to joyful music, Nebraska shines bright this time of
year. Families can visit Christmas at Union Station in Omaha to see the
state’s largest indoor Christmas tree and enjoy Santa visits, or take in the
breathtaking displays at Omaha’s Holiday Lights Festival. Near Lincoln,
Roca Merry Farm transforms into a winter wonderland with lights,
reindeer, and warm cocoa by the fire. For a small-town celebration,
Minden’s Christmas City Festival and the Holiday Lighted Parade in
Beatrice capture the heart of community spirit.

Create Holiday Traditions at Home
The best memories often come from moments shared right at home. Try
hosting a holiday movie marathon, baking cookies together, or reading a
Christmas story by the tree. You could also start a new tradition—like
writing letters of gratitude, crafting homemade ornaments, or delivering
treats to neighbors.

Give Back Together
The holidays are a wonderful time to teach children about kindness and
generosity. Volunteer as a family, adopt a local family in need, or donate
to your favorite cause. Acts of service help remind us all of the true
meaning of the season—love, hope, and community.

Bundle Up and Enjoy the Outdoors
Don’t forget the magic outside! Go for a winter walk to admire
neighborhood lights, take a sledding adventure, or build a snowman
together. Fresh air and laughter are good for the soul.
However you spend the holidays, may your days be filled with warmth,
joy, and the company of those you love most. From all of us at Epworth
Family Resources, we wish you a season of peace, gratitude, and
cherished memories.
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The holiday season is the perfect time to slow down, make memories, and enjoy the simple joys that bring
families together. Whether you’re looking for a festive day trip or cozy activities at home, there are plenty of
ways to celebrate the season throughout Nebraska.

Hearts That Give, Holidays That Shine
This holiday season, we want to extend our deepest gratitude to all the churches, businesses, and individuals
who opened their hearts and adopted a family through our program. Your generosity and thoughtfulness
helped bring joy, warmth, and relief to families during what can be a stressful time of year. Because of your
kindness, children experienced the magic of the season, parents felt supported, and entire families were
reminded that they are not alone.

Thank you for making a meaningful difference and for sharing the true spirit of the holidays with those who
needed it most. Your compassion creates ripples of hope that last far beyond the season.



We are
Hiring!

Apply Now!

Foster Care Specialist

Family Life Specialist
Professionals Needed

OPEN POSITIONS
www.epworthfamilyresources.org
Phone: 402-362-3353

Meet Brandon Hinrichs: Guiding Families with Compassion and Purpose
We are excited to welcome Brandon Hinrichs as the new Director of In-
Home Family Services at Epworth Family Resources! Brandon brings a
wealth of experience and a deep commitment to helping families navigate
challenges and build stronger, more stable lives.

Brandon grew up in rural Nebraska and has spent over 15 years working in
human services across the state. His career has spanned child welfare,
juvenile justice, behavioral health, and family support, focusing on
restoring stability and dignity to families facing complex challenges.
Having served in both direct service and leadership roles, Brandon brings a
unique perspective that balances hands-on care with system-level
improvement.
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This role is a homecoming for Brandon, who previously worked with Epworth Village from 2008 to 2013
during the early years of the In-Home Family Services program. “Having been part of its foundation, it’s
meaningful to now continue that work in a leadership capacity, helping strengthen the bridge between
families, community partners, and sustainable support systems,” he shares.

When asked what drew him to this field, Brandon says, “It started with faith and a sense of calling. Seeing
families rebuild after hardship — when given the right mix of structure, compassion, and accountability —
keeps me grounded in this work.” He finds great joy in watching families rediscover their strengths and
supporting staff as they make a tangible difference every day.

A typical day for Brandon is filled with guidance, problem-solving, and collaboration. He looks forward to
being hands-on with staff, helping families overcome challenges, and advocating for system changes that
truly benefit those served. One of his most rewarding moments at Epworth involved a family who, after
months of support, reached stability and peace. Hearing them say, “You helped us believe we could do this,”
reinforced why his work matters.

Outside of work, Brandon enjoys spending time with his animals — which include five dogs, three cats, two
bearded dragons, a hedgehog, and a rabbit — as well as gardening, music, fixing things around the house, and
developing digital tools. A fun fact? He builds AI tools and websites in his free time, combining creativity
with problem-solving in unique ways.

Looking ahead, Brandon hopes to continue strengthening Epworth’s In-Home Family Services program,
making it a model for trauma-informed, faith-driven family restoration. His advice to those entering this
field: “Learn to listen deeply — not just to words, but to what’s underneath them. Stay patient, stay humble,
and let compassion guide your structure.”

We are thrilled to have Brandon back at Epworth, guiding families and staff with heart, purpose, and vision.


